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Dear Students and Parents:  
 
Roanoke County teachers believe students should develop a love of reading and assume the responsibility to 
pursue reading in order to become life-long learners.  Therefore, we encourage our students to continue to read 
during the summer.  All students who are enrolled in Pre-AP and AP English courses are required to read at least 
two books during the summer.  Below are the guidelines and reading list for AP/Dual Enrollment English 11 at 
Northside High School. Hopefully students will use this list as a starting point and choose other selections to 
read during the summer as well.  Reading is the single most important factor attributed to school success. 
 
Required summer reading assignments are due 2 weeks after the start of school in the fall. They will be assessed 
and the first 9 weeks grades will be impacted by these assessments. A hard due date for the assessments will 
be set on the first day of class.  
 
Part I: REQUIRED Text 
In this course, our emphasis will be on: 

• Close reading analysis of rhetorical strategies used in a variety of non-fiction 
• Identifying methods of argumentation 
• Composing sound arguments 
• Using research to support arguments 

 
As you can see, argument is a running theme throughout the course. To that end, your summer reading 
assignment asks you to establish a basic understanding of argument. 
 
*Required text (ALL students): Thank You for Arguing: What Aristotle, Lincoln, and Homer Simpson Can Teach 
Us About the Art of Persuasion (3rd or 4th edition) by Jay Heinrichs  

• ISBN-13: 978-0141994079 
• I will refer to this book as TYFA. 

We do not have copies of the text at NHS. However, you may acquire it in the following ways: 
• Purchase a copy online  
• Buy it in store 
• Check your local library 
• Try to find a PDF online 

If you are unable to find a copy of the text, please see me (room #C109) as soon as possible.  
 
Assignment: Students will read and annotate the Preface through Chapter 13 of TYFA. Please keep in mind 
that some topics Heinrichs uses for examples are just that: examples. It is imperative that you read the 
chapters in their entirety, as we will be working with the concepts Heinrichs discusses for the remainder of the 
school year.  
 
I have provided an annotation guide (attached below). You do not need to answer the questions (unless you 
want to), but you should annotate the book specifically for these items, among anything else you may 
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annotate on your own. There will be a multiple-choice test covering the required chapters when you return to 
school. So, read and annotate carefully! 
 

PART II: CHOICE TEXT  

This class explores nonfiction as a literary form that, like fiction, uses a variety of strategies to accomplish a 
purpose.  Your assignment: Choose ONE of the literary nonfiction book choices from the list below and read 
it to completion. The list is a selection of highly regarded narrative nonfiction works. That is, they all tell a true 
story. They use many strategies found in excellent fiction such as vivid imagery, figurative language, and 
symbolism. Many, but not all of them, are autobiographical. As you read, ask the same question that we ask 
works of fiction: What is the primary conflict in this work? How is it being resolved?  
 
Do a little reading on the titles below before choosing one that you think you will enjoy. Goodreads.com is a 
good source for book summaries and reviews.  As for a written assignment, I would like you to enjoy reading 
your book for the sake of reading—no reading questions or dialectical journals are being assigned for this. 
However, you will be held accountable for reading the book to completion in an in-class essay assessment 2 
weeks after the beginning of the school year. I will give the date on the first day of school.   
 
We have some copies of some of the titles at NHS that you are welcome to check out for the summer. For other 
titles, you will need to find your own copies via a library, online bookstore, or local bookstore.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please sign and return the attached page by Friday, May 21, 2021 to your English 10 teacher 

 Nonfiction Choices:  Copies Available at NHS 
The Glass Castle: A Memoir, Jeannette 
Walls 
 

We have a few copies at NHS—see C109 

In Cold Blood, Truman Capote 
 

We have a few copies at NHS—see C109 

Black Boy, Richard Wright 

 

We have many copies at NHS—see C109 

Unbroken, Laura Hillenbrand 
 

We have a few copies at NHS—see C109 

American Chica, Marie Arana 
 

Find at library or purchase 

An Autobiography of a Face, Lucy Greely 
 

Find at library or purchase 

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, 
Rebecca Skloot 
 

Find at library or purchase 

The Other Wes Moore, Wes Moore 
 

Find at library or purchase 
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Please sign below and return this form to your English 10 teacher by Friday, May 21, 2021 indicating your 
understanding and acceptance of the above criteria for English 11 AP/Dual Enrollment. Your signatures 
indicate that you understand and accept: 1.) The student is personally responsible for completing the required 
summer reading assignment by the due date, 2.) Assessment of the summer reading assignments make up a 
significant portion of the first nine weeks grade, 3.) The summer reading assignments should be read in their 
entirety. Online summaries, movies, or other sources outside of the actual book are not allowed.  

 

Parent printed name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Parent signature: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Student printed name: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Student signature:________________________________________________________________________ 
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TYFA: Annotation Guide 
*You may annotate library books with post-its by sticking the post-it on the key pages and writing key words or 
notes on them.  
**Remember, you do not need to answer the questions (unless you want to), but you should annotate the book 
specifically for these items. If you find other parts of the text that stick out to you, feel free to 
annotate/comment on those places as well.  
 
 
Introduction: 

• What does the quote before the introduction mean?  
Chapter 1: Open Your Eyes 

• Define Rhetoric.  
• Know the history of rhetorical study on pages 4-5.  

Chapter 2: Set Your Goals 
• What is the difference between fighting and arguing?  
• What does persuasion try to do? 
• What is deliberative argument? (Hint: You’ll have to use context clues to build your definition.) 
• Why should you only “concede a point that will not damage your case/argument irreparably? 
• What are Cicero’s 3 goals for persuading people?  
• How does “changing the mood” help your argument?  

Chapter 3: Control the Tense 
• What are the three types of issues established by Aristotle? Why are knowing these important?  
• Why is it important to establish what core issue you are arguing about?  
• How can changing the tense (past, present, future) help you be more successful? 
• What is the purpose of forensic, demonstrative, and deliberative rhetoric? 
• What type of rhetoric is “the rhetoric of choice”? Why? 

Chapter 4: Soften Them Up 
• What is argument by logic (logos), character (ethos), and emotion (pathos)? 
• Why is concession the most powerful tool of logos? 
• How does “align[ing] yourself with your listener’s pathos” help you in an argument?  

Chapter 5: Get Them to Like You 
• What components make up decorum? 
• Why must you change your decorum based on your audience’s expectations?  

Chapter 6: Make Them Listen 
• Identify and define the “3 essential qualities of persuasive ethos.” 

Chapter 7: Use Your Craft 
• What is practical wisdom?  
• Why is practical wisdom important to building one’s ethos? 

Chapter 8: Show You Care 
• Why is ethos more important than any other aspect of rhetoric? 
• How can dubitatio function in an argument?  
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Chapter 9: Control the Mood 

• According to Aristotle, where do emotions come from? Is this an accurate statement? Why? 
• Why is a “detailed narrative” the best way to change the mood of your audience?  
• Understand the statement: “When you argue emotionally, speak simply.”  
• What is the problem with humor? 
• What is unannounced emotion?  

Chapter 10: Turn the Volume Down 
• Why is the passive voice so useful? 
• How might you use the backfire technique in an argument? 

Chapter 11: Gain the High Ground 
• Why must you keep the motivation of your audience in mind when trying to persuade them? 
• What is “rhetorical commonplace?” Explain.   

Chapter 12: Persuade on Your Terms 
• Understand definition/redefinition.  
• Why must you as a “persuader” identify commonplace words? 
• What tense is best when addressing values? Why? 

Chapter 13: Control the Argument 
• What is a syllogism?  
• What is an enthymeme? 
• Know the difference between inductive & deductive logic.  
• What key word easily identifies the proof in an argument? 

 
 


